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Predicting the Future is Hard His conclusion was as good of a prediction as you can make about the 
future:  I’m not sure what 2010 will look like, but I’m sure that it will 
be very little like we expect, so we should plan accordingly. 

History is full of surprises. This letter was sent just months before the 
9/11 terrorist attacks. That decade also included a massive housing 
market crash and the biggest financial crisis since the Great 
Depression.  Since then we have experienced multiple wars in the 
Middle East, Brexit, trade wars, the pandemic and now a war in 
Ukraine.  

I’m a big fan of reading history as a way to help understand the 
present. Unfortunately, history can be a terrible teacher. There are no 
counterfactuals. It’s much easier to play Monday morning quarterback 
when you already know exactly what transpired. 

People are continually re-writing history for the simple fact that 
history is hard to define, even for those who lived or studied it. 

- Abraham Lincoln has been the subject of some 40,000(!) books. 

- Historians have given more than 200 hundred theories about what 
caused the fall of the Roman Empire. 
 

If we have a hard time explaining the past what chance do we have at 
consistently predicting the future? 

The world is now a much different place than it was a few weeks ago. 
Putin’s invasion of Ukraine has turned the geopolitical world on its 
head. 

I have way more questions than answers right now: 

 What is Putin’s end game here? 

 How is it possible to move forward with Putin leading Russia no 
matter the outcome of the war? 

 What will be the unintended consequences of crashing the 
Russian economy? 

 Will the U.S. and other developed nations enter the war? 

 What does this mean for the Fed and inflation? 

 How will the stock market react to an ongoing war? 

 Does Russia experience hyperinflation? 

 When will this conflict end? 
 

I’m not going to pretend to know the answers to any of these 
questions right now. This situation is so complex and dynamic that it’s 
impossible to forecast how it will end. This is a situation where it’s 
almost impossible to handicap the potential outcomes. 

In the short-run it’s difficult to see an easy way out of the current 
geopolitical nightmare.  In the long-run it’s always a bad idea to bet 
against the power of the human spirit. 

Excerpt`s from a Wealth of Common Sense Article - Ben Carlson Mar 1, 2022 

Toll Free 844-709-8972 

Office 403-317-4312 

In April of 2001, Lin Wells from the Pentagon drafted a letter to Presi-
dent George W. Bush with a subject line that read: Predicting the Future. 
It was just one page in length:   

https://library.rumsfeld.com/doclib/sp/2382/2001-04-12%20To%20George%20W%20Bush%20et%20al%20re%20Predicting%20the%20Future.pdf
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Signs around town... 

 Community 

 A Book, an App and a Website 

This past quarter we were privileged to be 

able to help support the Taber Food 

Bank.  The mission of the Taber Food 

Bank Society is to meet the real and 

immediate food needs of those less 

fortunate in the community.  They believe 

that access to nutritious food is a basic human right and are 

committed to responding to the needs of the community 

through food distribution to relieve hunger today while 

striving to find solutions that prevent hunger in the future.  

We also give annually to the Fraser Institute which is the 

most respected non-partisan think-tank in the country. 

Their mission is to improve the quality of 

life for Canadians, their families, and 

future generations by studying, measuring, 

and broadly communicating the effects of 

government policies, entrepreneurship, and 

choice on their well-being. 

Book: Know What You’re FOR  

Written by Jeff Henderson 

Instead of trying to convince 

customers to become fans of the 

business, thriving businesses of 

the future will become fans of 

their customers.  From three decades 

of working with organizations like 

Chick-fil-A, the Atlanta Braves, and 

North Point Ministries, Jeff reveals a 

simple and profoundly powerful 

strategy that shows how endearing 

actions create enduring companies. 
 

App: 511 Alberta 

Provides up to the minute traffic and transit 

information for Alberta. View the real time 

traffic map with travel times, and traffic 

accident details   

 
 

Website: https://wordlegame.org/ 

You have six chances to guess the 

day's secret five-letter word. Type in 

a word as a guess, and the game tells 

you which letters are or aren't in the 

word. The aim is to figure out the 

secret word with the fewest guesses. 

 Podcast 

Shawn engages in 

a dynamic 

conversation with 

Doug Lipp the 

man responsible 

for leading 

Disney University 

and launching 

Tokyo Disney.   

Doug's wisdom 

from inside one 

of the most 

creative, customer centric companies of our era will 

provide valuable lessons for all entrepreneurs.  


