
Dying intestate 
– Spouse’s preferential share of the estate

*�For the purposes of this chart, a spouse is a legally married spouse, except in the provinces/territories of
Alberta, British Columbia, Manitoba, Northwest Territories, Nunavut, and Saskatchewan where spouse also
includes a person who meets the definition of common law partner in that province/territory.

Spouse’s preferential share of the estate1

Province or 
territory Preferential share (after debts are paid)

Alberta
The entirety of the estate if all of the children of the deceased are also children of the spouse; if not, the 
spouse gets the greater of $150,000 or 50% of the net value of the intestate estate, with the remainder to 
the children.

British 
Columbia

The household furnishings and $300,000 if all of the children of the deceased are also the children of the 
spouse; if not, the household furnishings and $150,000.

Manitoba
The entirety of the estate if all children of the deceased are also children of the spouse; if not, the 
spouse gets the greater of $50,000 or half of the deceased’s estate as their preferential share.2

New 
Brunswick

Marital property (generally all estate assets excluding business assets and gifts or any 
inheritance received by the deceased)

Northwest 
Territories

The entirety of the estate if the net value of the estate is $100,000 or less; if the net value of the 
estate is greater than $100,000, the spouse can choose to receive $100,000, which could include 
the deceased’s principal residence if the value of the home does not exceed $100,000, or the 
principal residence of the deceased, even if the value is greater than $100,000.

Nova Scotia

The entirety of the estate if the net value of the estate is $50,000 or less; if the net value of the 
estate is greater than $50,000, the spouse can choose to receive $50,000, which can include 
the deceased’s principal residence if the value of the home is less than $50,000 or the principal 
residence of the deceased even if the value is greater than $50,000.

Nunavut

The entirety of the estate if the net value of the estate is $50,000 or less; if the net value of the 
estate is greater than $50,000, the spouse can choose to receive $50,000, which can include 
the deceased’s principal residence if the value of the home does not exceed $50,000, or the 
principal residence of the deceased even if the value of the home is greater than $50,000.

Ontario
$200,000 if the deceased died before March 1, 2021.
$350,000 if the deceased died on or after March 1, 2021.2

Saskatchewan
The entirety of the estate if all children of the deceased are also children of the spouse; if any 
descendants are not children of the spouse, the spouse gets the entire estate if the value is less 
than $200,000 or if the value of the estate is greater than $200,000, then $200,000.

Yukon $75,000

1) �The provinces of Quebec, Prince Edward Island and Newfoundland & Labrador do not provide for a preferential share for the spouse of the
deceased. In Quebec, the legal division of family patrimony and the matrimonial or civil union regime must be settled before the estate is
distributed in accordance with the intestate succession rules.

2) �In the case of a partial intestacy, the preferential share will be reduced by an amount equal to the value of any benefits received by the
surviving spouse under a Will of the deceased.
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The material in this document is intended as a general source of information only, and should not be construed as offering specific tax, legal, financial or investment 
advice. Every effort has been made to ensure that the material is correct at the time of publication, but we cannot guarantee its accuracy or completeness. Interest 
rates, market conditions, tax rulings and other investment factors are subject to rapid change. You should consult with your tax advisor, accountant and/or legal 
advisor before taking any action based upon the information contained in this document.

This document has been prepared for use by Royal Bank of Canada and certain of its member companies (collectively, “Companies”), including but not limited to 
RBC Dominion Securities Inc.*, RBC Phillips, Hager & North Investment Counsel Inc., RBC Global Asset Management Inc., and Royal Mutual Funds Inc. Each of these 
Companies are separate corporate entities which are affiliated. None of the Companies or any of its affiliates or any other related person accepts any liability 
whatsoever for any direct or consequential loss arising from any use of this report or the information contained herein. *Member-Canadian Investor Protection Fund.
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