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If you're married to paper investment statements, it’s divorce time

ROB CARRICK
rcarrick@globeandmail.com

There’s the eco-argument for

choosing electronic state-
ments from your investment
firm over paper and then there’s
cold, hard practicality.

No matter what firm you deal
with, electronic statements offer
a more organized, secure way o
store monthly or quarterly state-
ments, trade confirmation slips
and tax documents. Suggestion:
Pick one of your investment
accounts to test electronic docu-

you'll never go back.

Adoption of electronic docu-
ments by Canadians is happen-
ing at a slow rate. The financial
technology company Investor-
COM says one of its mutual
industry clients, a Top Five
player, has an e-adoption rate of
less than 4 per cent. Two insur-
ance clients also report adoption
rates less than 5 per cent.

There is something gratifying
about holding a paper docu-
ment about your financial
affairs. But the logistics of paper
are awful. If you file everything,
you run the risk of not being
able to find what you need.
Years later, yowll have to spend
hours with a shredder or a fire-
place to get rid of what you no
longer need. And let’s not dis-

important document gets acci-
dentally tossed into the recycling
bin.

Investment firms typically
archive documents for seven
years on their client websites,
which are password protected.
The documents will ideally be
searchable by account, date or
tax year. You can view your doc-
uments and, if necessary, print
them at any time, Just think of
all the trees you'll save over the
years by using e-documents.

If you're an online-brokerage
client, getting your statements
and trade confirmations electro-
nically may also save you mon-
ey. Somediris charge a $2 fee
to mail out paper statements
and trade confirmations.

InvestCOM urges investors to

miss the possibility that an

ask their advisers and financial
companies for e-documents. Let
your firm know there’s demand
for this service. Other reasons
why firms don’t include e-deliv-
ery include their own in-house
technological limitations and the
lack of an e-delivery capability
at some printing firms that han-
dle investing documents.

Electronic documents are par-
ticularly suited to retirees who
are looking ahead to downsizing
or moving to a retirement home.
Over the years, it’s easily possi-
ble to fill boxes, binders and fil-
ing cabinets with investment
documents. Stop accumulating
more paper that you'll eventual-
ly have to shred or burn.

Follow me on Twitter:
@rcarrick

ized rate rise of 0.4 per cent.

U.S. Fed meeting announce-
ment and forecast are released.
) Earnings include: General Mills
Inc.

Thursday

Canadian wholesale trade sales
for July are released. The analyst
estimate is a decline of 1.8 per
cent from June

Friday

Canada’s consumer price index
for August is released. The con-
sensus is a rise of 0.2 per cent
from July and 1.5 per cent year
over year.

Canadian retail sales for July
are announced. The Street
expects an increase of 0.3 per
cent from June. Excluding auto-
mobiles, the consensus estimate
is a 0.5-per-cent increase.

U.S. flash composite purchas-
ing managers’ index for Septem-
ber is revealed.

) Earnings include: CarMax Inc.
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Assure Holdings Corp. Oct03 MNov09 AGS
ARHT Media Inc Sep25 Oct26 S
Canadian Int'l Minerals Inc Sep26 Oct26 AG
Carmax Mining Corp Oct06 Nov13 5
Cheetah Canyon Resources Corp.  0ct 05 Novl? AG
Churchill 10 Debenture Corp 0ct09 Nov10 S
CobalTech Mining Inc *Sep22  Nov2l GS
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DATE  DATE
Dizun International Enterprise QOctl0  Nov22 AG
Eco Oro Minerals Corp *Augll ~ Octl0 AGS
Element Lifestyle Retirement Oct03 NovO7 AGS
Far Resources Ltd Oct06 Novl4 AGS
Fitch Street Capital Corp Oct05 Nov09 AGS
| GoldON Resources Ltd. Oct06  NoviD AG
| Great Thunder Gold Corp. Oct06 Nov1D AG
| S Unldinae Ltd Sen22 Oct2l AG
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|mperial Ginseng Productsltd ~~ Oct 31 Decl3 AGS
Innovotech Inc Oct03 NovO7 AGS
Loon Energy Corporation Sep25 Oct25 AGS
Marapharm Ventures Inc. Oct04 Novll AG
Mexican Gold Corp. Octl0 Novl4 AS
Montego Resources Inc, Oct02 Novl5 AGS
Nevaro Capital Corporation Oct04 Nov08 AG
| Newcastle Energy Corp. %0ct3l Dec05 AG
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North Bluff Capital Corp Sep25 Oct2l GS
Pinedale Energy Limited 0ct05 Novl0 AGS
Pitchblack Resources Ltd *Aug29  Octl8 AS
Pure Energy Minerals Limited Sepl8 Oct20 AGS
PUF Ventures Inc. 0ct04 MNov24 AGS
Rockshield Capital Corp. 0ct03 Nov09 AG
Rugby Mining Limited Octl0 Nov28 AG
| RSl International Systems Inc. 0ct06 Novls AG

Candislaba Rald Ine

Oct04 NovO08
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Silcom Systems Inc 0ct03 Novl4 AGS
Silver One Resources Inc. Octl0 Novl? AG
StartMonday Technology Corp. Oct04 Nov09 A
Strikepoint Gold Inc Octll Novls AG
Tribute Resources Inc. Sep29 Oct30 AS
Wangton Capital Corp Sep27 NovOl AG
| WCB Resources Ltd 0ct03  NovO7 AGS
| 37 Capital Inc. Octll Novls AG



