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Still cleaning up after the party

In retrospect, the 1980’s, the 1990’s and the first half of the 2000’s was one hell of a party! As interest rates
declined, consumers and politicians, among others, became increasingly comfortable taking on debt. The belief
was that ever higher levels of debt could be justified as long as economies and household income continued to
grow. At some point, a “good thing” turned into “too much of a good thing”, and the debt bubble that eventually
resulted became well-entrenched in developed economies, promising to take years to sort out.

As 2011 draws to a conclusion, we find ourselves working through the messy details of a complex deleveraging
process. Eurozone debt is in the spotlight right now, with the challenges of US mortgage and government debt
being ever present. I, for one, would be among the most surprised if these was addressed in just a few short
years. The bubble took close to 25 yrs to build, and it will take several years to work off, presenting challenging
conditions all the while.

With expectations for economic growth and capital market performance being very low right now, there is a
reasonable chance that 2012 will end up being a more satisfying and prosperous year for investors. For those of
you who recall, in early 2009 pessimism reigned supreme. But, by the end of the year, North American equity
markets had rallied strongly by between 28% and 40%.

Based on valuation models, the RBC Investment Strategy Committee is indicating a preference for equities over
bonds.

We readily acknowledge that equity market targets and 10 yr government bond yields have been extremely
difficult to forecast, given the heightened level of concern over sovereign finances and their potential impact on
economic growth. While the inputs to the various valuation models we use lead us to expect one thing, in the
short term, events, combined with investor psychology, often dictate something different.



Davidson Professional

Wealth Management

Lifelong Wealth Management Solutions

In spite of the heightened level of concern, the RBC Investment Strategy
Committee is forecasting modest levels of growth over the next 12 months.
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The expected levels of government debt vs GDP reflect the debt bubble that has built up over the last 20 or so
years. In this respect, Canada looks very good relative to a number of its developed-world peers.

In setting on the course of deficit spending so many years ago, politicians and economists believed that their
economies would grow, keeping debt levels in check. Without adequate growth, tax increases and / or spending
cuts eventually become necessary.
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One of the most obvious symptoms of the times is the ultra-low prevailing interest rates. This is largely a result of
central bank activities as well as investors’ concerns relating to equities and their preference for bonds at almost
any yield. While this is good for debtors, it’s incredibly hard on lenders and savers. As you can see from the left
hand column in the table below, bond yields for 10 year government bonds are near or even below 2%. All other
fixed income securities are priced compared to the prevailing levels for these benchmark bonds.
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Valuation models that are used for indicating whether an asset market is attractive or unattractive (as illustrated
on this page and the next) provide very little guidance as to the timing of investment in those markets.
Furthermore, based on how they are calibrated, they provide their most useful guidance when economic and
investment conditions are “normal”.

Overvalued
for much of
the late 90’s

Undervalued
for much of
the late 00’s
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Undervalued

Overvalued

Fairly valued
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The charts below indicate that the US economy is still growing, although at a slower pace than this time last year.
Despite all of the negative headlines the US economy has remained remarkably resilient and offers hope that the
US may skirt recession. This bodes well for equity investors assuming Europe’s problems are contained.

The ISM manufacturing index (formerly known as the
NAPM Survey) is constructed so that any level at 50 or
above signifies growth in the manufacturing sector. A level
above 43 or so, but below 50, indicates that the U.S.
economy is still growing even though the manufacturing
sector is contracting. Any level below 43 indicates that the
economy is in recession.

The ISM non-manufacturing survey does not compile a
composite index like its manufacturing cousin. The
business activity index, which is actually akin to the
production index in the manufacturing survey, is widely
followed as the key figure from this survey
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Markets go through alternating bull and bear phases, as show below. Bear markets can be
profitable, but require different investment strategies and more nerve than do bull markets.
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This information is not investment advice and should be used only in conjunction with a discussion with your RBC Dominion Securities
Inc. Investment Advisor. This will ensure that your own circumstances have been considered properly and that action is taken on the
latest available information. The information contained herein has been obtained from sources believed to be reliable at the time
obtained but neither RBC Dominion Securities Inc. nor its employees, agents, or information suppliers can guarantee its accuracy or
completeness. This report is not and under no circumstances is to be construed as an offer to sell or the solicitation of an offer to buy
any securities. This report is furnished on the basis and understanding that neither RBC Dominion Securities Inc. nor its employees,
agents, or information suppliers is to be under any responsibility or liability whatsoever in respect thereof. The inventories of RBC
Dominion Securities Inc. may from time to time include securities mentioned herein. This commentary is based on information that is
believed to be accurate at the time of writing, and is subject to change. All opinions and estimates contained in this report constitute
RBC Dominion Securities Inc.’s judgment as of the date of this report, are subject to change without notice and are provided in good
faith but without legal responsibility. Interest rates, market conditions and other investment factors are subject to change. Past
performance may not be repeated. The information provided is intended only to illustrate certain historical returns and is not intended to
reflect future values or returns. RBC Dominion Securities Inc.* and Royal Bank of Canada are separate corporate entities which are
affiliated. *Member-Canadian Investor Protection Fund. ®Registered trademark of Royal Bank of Canada. Used under licence. RBC
Dominion Securities is a registered trademark of Royal Bank of Canada. Used under licence. ©Copyright 2011. All rights reserved.
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