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Battle of the Bands Rocks Barrie
The sold-out Battle of the Bands 
event to benefit Royal Victoria 
Hospital and the MacLaren 
Art Centre was a huge success 
raising $35,000. Jeff Garner, 
Associate Advisor and Financial 
Planner in Barrie, played 
bass guitar for The Bailouts. 
A highlight was The Bailouts 
performance of Adele’s “Rolling in 
the Deep.” According to Jeff, “This is about taking your passion 
for music and turning it into something to help the hospital.” 
When votes were tallied for best performance the winner was: 
The Bailouts. 

Photo: Jeff Garner.

Photo: Among the RBC attendees are Paul Miller (VP, Private banking; 3rd from 
left), Ed Steeves (VP, Commercial Banking; 7th from left), Michael Hamlyn (7th 
from right), Kim Mason (RBC Regional President, Atlantic Canada; 5th from 
right), and Jason Kassouf (VP, RBC Asset Management; 4th from right). (Not 
shown: DS Assistant Branch Manager Greg Chiasson and wife JoAnn Napier).

Making a Difference

Riding to Help Children with Cancer
Dalan Frook, son of Associate Robyn Frook, just completed 
3 ½ years of cancer treatment. When an opportunity arose 
to sponsor a team for the first “Inside Ride” in Owen Sound 
on International Childhood Cancer Awareness Day, Robyn 
had no trouble filling the 6 stationary bikes, as every IA in 
the Owen Sound branch offered to participate. The event 
happened to be hosted at a high school where two students 
have cancer. Robyn said, “Because Owen Sound is an older 
community, I didn’t anticipate people would be as willing to 
support a childhood cancer project, but the response was 
great. With the 
music blaring 
and everyone 
doing their best 
on the bikes, it 
was a great day.” 
The DS team 
placed fourth for 
speed, but first 
for funds raised. 

Photo (left to right): DS team members Brian 
Davenport, Chris Little, Jay Cox, Greg Calhoun,  
Bert Leeder and Les Weirmier.

Lead Sponsor for Viennese Ball
The Halifax branch was the presenting sponsor for the 1st 
Viennese Opera Ball benefiting Halifax Dance. The event, 
which attracted 400 people, included performances by the 
National Ballet of Canada and a waltz pairing the students of 
Halifax Dance with soldiers of the Princess Louise Fusiliers 
regiment. Halifax Dance offers classes tailored to disabled 
students in addition to its regular programs. “A client of the 
Halifax branch asked us to get involved, but it was especially 
rewarding for me because my daughter is a student of Halifax 
Dance,” says IA Michael Hamlyn. 

Disney Dream for Kids with Special Needs
IA Rita Benefield in Bells Corners has helped grant 12 dreams 
for children with severe disabilities or terminal illnesses since 
founding the Ottawa chapter of the Sunshine Foundation 
three years ago. The dreams have varied from a ride on a 
Harley 3-wheeler for a teen with cerebral palsy to being in 
the audience of “American Idol” for a teen with spina bifida. 
Recently, Sunshine Foundation invited Rita and her fellow 
board members (and DS colleagues) Clementine Van Veen 
and Christos Koutsavakis to volunteer on a Dream Lift to 
Disney World. At the pre-trip info session for the parents of 
the 78 children going on the trip, DS played host and Branch 
Manager Cyrille Aubin dressed as the Sunshine Foundation’s 
mascot bear. As for the memorable Disney trip, Rita says,“50% 
of the kids were in wheelchairs, being carried on and off the 
rides, but having the time of their lives.”

Photo: Bells Corners volunteers (back row) Tom Caldwell, Clementine Van 
Veen (3rd from left), Christos Koutsavakis and Lee Geerts (5th and 6th from 
left); (middle row) Rita Benefield, Corinne Farndale, Julie Fortin (4th from left); 
(front row) Cyrille Aubin (without the bear costume), Lorrie Williams  
(3rd from left), Aaron Milliken (2nd from right).

Making a Difference profiles branches and colleagues who are making a difference in their communities on behalf of those in need. Here are 
some examples of the generosity of our people: 




